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THE FACTS

Knowing the facts of this threatening disease and taking appropriate actions to prevent and detect its
presence in New York State is vital in keeping our deer populations healthy.

CWD is fatal to deer.

Once a deer is infected, it will die.

CWD may negatively impact deer populations.

In one hunting area of Wyoming, half of adult male mule deer are infected, and mule deer populations
have declined by more than 50 percent during the last decade.’

CWD decreases deer life expectancy

in Colorado, CWD-infected mule deer live on a\lerage jUSt 1.6 years versus 5.2 years for uninfected
animals.”

CWD spreads geegraphicalfy, and its prevalence increases with time.

In Wisconsin, CWD was first detected in white-tailed deer in 2002 Now, 18-22% of adult males and 7-10%
of adult females in that population are infected. 3 .

CWD is transmitted both by deer-to- deer contact and thmugh
contaminated environments.

Prions, the infectious agent of CWD, are present in many t issties am:f are shed in feces urine and saliva.
They can bind to soil particles and remain infectious in the environment for many years The dfsease is
nearly impossible to eradicate once it becomes established on the iandscape 50 prevent on is key

CWD-infected deer may not appear sick

CWD has a prolonged incubation period, with infected deer sheddmg prions for months pnor to appearing
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PREVENTION AND DETECTION

No cases of CWD have beenrdetected in New York State since 2005, but cases have been discovered in
multiple other states in the past year. The best approach for protecting New York’s deer is to keep
infectious material out of the state.
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Actions You Can Take Actions NYSDEC
Is Taking

Follow CWD regulations {6 NYCRR Part 189) Annually, NYSDEC collects and
www.dec.ny.gov/regs/3926.html tests hunter-harvested deer for
s Knowthe rules when importing hunted deer, elk or moose. CWD.

www.dec.ny.gov/outdocr/8325.html
NYSDEC responds to reports of

. sick wild deer and tests them for
outside New York. CWD

Certain parts, including the brain and some internal organs are a risk
for transmitting the disease: Deboning meat will remove these NYSDEC enforces regulations to

parts. Consult a taxidermist for specific instructions on how to prevent impqrtation and illegal
disposal of potentially infected

CWD material.

Don’t import an intact trophy head or intact deer carcass from

prepare a head for mounting and to be in compliance with the CWD
regulations.
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Don’t use real ¢.ieer urme: P!:iOﬂS are found in ciee‘r urine. NYSDEC shares information on
Most commetcial deer urine is collected from captive deer farms. CWD with stakeholders.

Choose synthetic alternatives to avoid potentially spreading CWD in

your hunting area.
»  tisillegal to feed wild deer in New York State. :
Dispose of carcasses properly. Contact Information
Solid waste regulations (NYSDEC part 360, i
www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4415.html) require businesses to dispose of deer  NYSDEC Regional Wildlife Office
carcasses in a municipal landfill. Hunters can help by disposing of Www.dec.ny.gov/about/50230.htm[ f
carcasses in a landfill to prevent environmental contamination.

Report violators. ‘ Environmental Conservation Officer
If you discover that carcasses or parts of deer, elk or moose were brought General Dispatch

into New York illegally, call an Environmental Conservation Officer. | 1-877-457-5680
Report sick deer or deer behaving abnormally. :
Contact your nearest NYSDEC regional wildlife office or environmental

conservation officer to report such a deer’s location:
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